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and clerical, seem to have been, in some way not yet eluci-
dated, connected with a group of 'conservative* Mexican
exiles at Paris. As the Mexican Expedition developed in
18612-63 the monarchist scheme developed too; and after
the French forces had occupied and established themselves
in Mexico City, and Forey's Constituent Assembly had
voted for Maximilian, a deputation of the Paris group
arrived at Miramar (October 3, 1863). Maximilian, for
whom the visit and offer were no surprise, was probably
in the depth of his mind determined to accept, though he
held off for a time and asked for a vote of the Mexican
people. The French military authorities obtained some
sort of vote of approval of the Habsburg prince in the half-
dozen Mexican towns which they occupied. This was
sufficient for Maximilian, who forthwith embarked at
Miramar (April 14,1864), after concluding with Napoleon
III a convention agreeing to pay off the French bond-
holders and to recoup the French Government for the
expenses of the Mexican expedition.1
When the Emperor, with his Empress, arrived at Vera
Cruz on May 28, 1864, things were not going altogether
badly for his cause, Bazaine was making the most of his
army of 34,000 men, was driving the Juarists from town to
town, finally took Monterey, and believed that President
Juarez would flee for refuge to the United States. The
obstinate President, it is true, found refuge still somewhere
in Mexico, but the French occupied, and for a time held,
most of the urban centres of population. Maximilian, who
with the Empress made his entry into Mexico City on June
12, 1864, was given a good reception by the populace.
The bulk of the Mexicans undoubtedly wanted only
peace, and they would gladly accept any Government
which would ensure them that blessing. Maximilian
desired only to give them peace and good law, and in the
string of towns which the French troops occupied for him
1 Convention of Miramar, April 10,1864.